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Smooth as this operation may seem in historic de-
scription, Walpole found its early stages rough and
thorny. The first royal visit to the electoral dominions
speedily brought to light the perils that lay alike in the
hatred between father and son, and in the rivalry among
ministers. The double leaven soon began to work. The
Hanoverians played upon the king's jealousy of the
prince, and rapidly instilled into his mind the suspicion
that Townshend and his colleagues were intriguing with
Argyll and the prince's party in England. It is as
certain as anything can be in matters so obscure and
intricate, that for this charge there was no foundation,
and that Walpole was justified in assuring Stanhope,
with wholesome bluntness, that whoever sont over the
accounts of any intrigues of this kind, or any manage-
ment in the least tending to any view or purpose but
the service, honour, and interest of the king, would bo
discovered to be " confounded liars from the beginning
to the end."

Nor was it possible to cut off the politics of Hanover
from the politics of Great Britain. The acquisition of
Bremen and Verden from Sweden for the electorate of
Hanover, was approved by Walpolo on the ground that
the two provinces commanded the only inlets from
British waters into Germany. They secured the trade
with Hamburgh, and put a chock on the molestation by
Sweden of British commerce in the Baltic, When the
king, however, for Hanoverian reasons sought to make
war on the Czar of Eussia, because he had invaded the
Grand Duchy of Mecklenburg, Townshend declared that
the nation would never consent to make sacrifices for
interests that were none of theirs, and Walpole vowed